
 
The following slideshow showcases excerpts from documents and interviews and 

images from our collection which relate to the history of the old Berowra School Hall. 
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1894 letter on behalf of residents asking for establishment of a half time school 
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This 1897 letter, from Mary Wall, approves the continued use of a room in her house as 
a school room, providing an allowance is given to her in exchange. Her request was 

granted. 
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We went to school . . . never had boots or shoes or 
such a thing as a uniform to go school those days, we 
took our morning tea and lunch with us from home, 
most of the writing books and pencils etc were issued 

by the school and I can’t remember if we ever had 
homework - I don’t think so.  

 
-Bill Foster 



The class of 1923 



The Under Secretary writes in 1897 to the Inspector Of Education, recommending the 
conversion of Berowra half-time school to a full time school 
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This 1899 letter from teacher Mr Aubrey requests the department refund him the 
money he had used in supplying blinds and shutters for Berowra School  
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In about 1935 we moved to Berowra Waters which meant we 
had to walk to school from Berowra Waters each day . . . If it 
was hailing, pouring with rain, whatever, you’d walk that hill 
in your wet clothes . . . That’s the way it was in those days. No 
chance of anybody driving you into school and picking you up 

again. 
 

- Peter Huett 



The class of 1926 



This 1900 letter, from the Chief Inspector of Schools suggests Berowra Public does not 
need to be fenced as the school will decline over time as the residents leave the area 
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The . . . headmaster of Berowra School was Mr Hellmrich 
and his sister was Dorothy Hellmrich . . . contralto . . . 

world famous.  
 

- Betty Ponty 



Circa 1930 



This letter from teacher Mr Hellmrich in 1906 is to request a school fence. In the 
letter he expresses his desire to plant fruit trees in the school yard.  
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This 1912 agreement relates to the emptying of Berowra Public School toilets 
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This 1928 petition, asking for Mrs McKinnell to be allowed to return to Berowra 
School features the signatures of many prominent Berowra families 
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Mr Dawson . . . he was a good teacher. He’d been brought 
back into the teaching profession when all the other, 
young teachers were away at the war and he claims he 

knew Henry Lawson when he was young. When he first 
arrived we had to take a penny every Monday and when 
he got enough money, seven or eight shillings I suppose, 

he bought While The Billy Boils, Henry Lawsons 
collection of short stories and Mr Dawson used to read us 

one of those stories once a week.  
 

- Keith Holmes 



The class of 1935 



This 1929 letter from Mr Hammond requests an extra allowance for purchase of 
firewood as the school is running out.  
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This 1930 departmental exchange suggests the Berowra Public P&C Association be 
allowed to use the School Hall to hold euchre parties. 

 
 
 

For more information visit: 
www.berowralivinghistory.com 

 



There was a lot of casuarinas in the playground and we 
used to make, no cubby houses, but all the pine needles 

that would fall we used to push aside and so this is a room 
here and that was a room there and just play. You didn’t 

need stuff really, you just worked stuff out, you used your 
imagination. . . there was the bush there to play and it was 

only one class, for the teachers to look after, but I don’t 
remember play equipment. 

 
- Heather Tomlinson 



This 1936 letter to the department from Mr James requests permission to hold 
swimming lessons for the children of Berowra Public School 
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The class of 1937 



Oh the old hall, it was notorious. They weren't allowed to 
have liquor in the hall, I don't know why they bothered 
because they always had a truck full out in the yard and 
you'd see that the chaps would be going out . . . there 

were a few wild Irishmen among them who had to throw 
the odd punch around and they'd come back with their 

necktie over their shoulder and their shirt torn and blood 
down the side of their. . . a ball in Berowra was a brawl.  

 
- Von Jones 

 



The class of 1955 
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